SNIPPETS FROM OSTERSUND *

Delsie Olson Cousineau & Wally Gustafson
Pictures provided by the Adamson family

Ostersund, ONTARIO
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Alfred och Ingeborg Adamson lever i bjérntrakter. Fér ndgra ar sedan lufsade en grizzly-
bjorn in bakom husknuten. Alfred skyndade efter sitt gevir, fick korn och skét. Den fillda
bjornen var sa tung att man behévde en traktor for att forsla bort den.

Alfred and Ingeborg Adamson live in bear country. Some years ago, a grizzly wandered
through their backyard and Alfred Adamson quickly grabbed his rifle, took aim, and
fired. The dead bear was so beavy that it had to be moved using a tractor.

Alfred Adamson is the youngest son of Andrew and Constance Adamson, who immigrated to
Canada in 1907. Alfred is shown here with his wife Ingeborg on their property in Ostersund, Ontario
- named after Ostersund municipality in Sweden. In later years Ostersund was renamed Laclu, ON.

(The above is copy of an article published in a Swedish newspaper. It was written by a Swedish journalist
who was traveling around Canada visiting Swedish immigrants. The bear was a black bear not a grizzly.)



Constance Adamson, Louie Monk, Ingrid Adamson, Andrew Adamson holding Alfred

Andrew and Constance Adamson immigrated from Norway in March 1907 and traveled directly to the
Kenora Area with their 7-month-old baby daughter, Ingrid. Andrew was Finnish and Constance was

Norwegian. They homesteaded the property in Ostersund (now Laclu) in 1908. Their son Alfred was born
in 1914.

Original Adamson farm house

The cattle and a horse below the farm
on the frozen ice of Rice Bay.



Andrew Adamson using horses to pull
hay into the hayloft of the barn.
Alfred Adamson, is the little boy in the
picture. Approximately 1919.

Adamson farm 1930's

Andrew Adamson, built wooden row boats for the cottage owners.
He is in the picture towing 2 of the rowboats on Lulu lake.
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Ingeborg Adamson’s father, Knute Olson who emigrated from Sweden. The picture was taken in
Keewatin Ontario.



Wally Gustafson wrote: My grandmother’s brother’s name is Ebbe Petter
Johansen. We believe he had the first gas station in the area. Also, the photo of
the sign which reads, “GAS" then "COAL OIL" underneath was put right into the
shore to let the campers in the area know he had fuel for their vehicles as well as
their lamps and lanterns available. His property went from the shore right up to
the road where he had his gas pumps.

Gas sign by the lake

Ebbe Johansen
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The original propérty'vovvihers surrounding Lake Lulu and in Ostersund (LacLu)
at the turn of the century and shortly after are as follows:

Commencing at the east along the south shore:
' 1. John Taylor & family 2. Anderson & family 3. August Hager & family
4. August Skoglund & family 5. Gustaf Johnson & family 6. Andrew Johnson & family (Johnson Island)

On the North side of the lake from Lake Louise:
7. Mr. & Mrs. Isaac Beak 8. Frank Hendrickson & family 9. Mr. & Mrs. Eric Fanden
10. Oscar Swanson & family 11. Andy Anderson & family ~12. Fabian Hendrickson & family

13. Mr. & Mrs. Vic Johnson  14. Victor Hager  15. Andrew Turner (Sandy L.)  16. John Gilbertson (641) .
17. Ed Heino (Ostersund Rd.)  18. Frank Haksell (Ostersund Rd.) 19. Andrew Adamson & family
20. Gust. Johnson & family 21. Charlie Schroder & family 22. John Green &. family i
23. Gust. Green  24. Otto Schroder & family (Lake Rosina) '

All of the original settlers have now passed away. A few of the original parcels are now owned by other members
their families. The others have been subdivided into smaller parcels or lots and are now owned by many more residei
and campers. ‘

A great deal of credit must be given to all of the original settlers, for all of the hardships they had to endure,
opening up this area.

They did however, accept whatever came along, they made time to visit neighbours and have some enjoyment a
relaxation along the way. They were always ready to help a neighbour whenever assistance was required.’

It is rather amazing that a large number of the original settlers lived to a fairly old age. There was no such a thing
going to a doctor unless there was a serious injury or illness. All babies were born at home with only a neighbour's wi
in attendance. Some families had as many as 14 children with no fatalities.
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7 The map of the local area, Ostersund, now Laclu



Ebbe and Thea Johansen’s landing cards

*Trapping was a good source of income for farmers and other country dwellers. Fur bearing animals wereplentiful
and in demand. The provincial government also earned substantial funds from annual licence fees and royalties
paid for every pelt. Wildlife management and habitat conversation were supported by these funds.



*Notice to perform labour to a local farmer. Instead of paying Statute Labour taxes in dollars,
landowners would perform labour on road maintenance.

*Ref. Fur Institute of Canada

Thanks to the Adamson family and Wally Gustafson for the pictures, documents and information.



